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Abstract 

This study aims to formulate a theoretical model on the relevance and strategic role of the philosophy of education in redefining 
the meaning of learning amid the dominance of digital technology. The central issue is how the philosophy of education can 
offer a robust conceptual framework to navigate, not merely utilize, the digital ecosystem. This research employs a qualitati ve 
approach using the Library Research method, focusing on philosophical-conceptual analysis.The findings indicate that 
technology triggers a shift in the meaning of learning from a one-way transfer of information to the active construction of 
knowledge (constructivism), transforming the teacher into a critical facilitator. The core relevance of philosophy (Axiology, 
Epistemology, Ontology) is heightened. Epistemology serves as a fortress against the "Digital Truth Crisis" by demanding 
critical literacy, while Axiology provides a moral compass for digital ethics issues. In synthesis, the enriched meaning of 
learning is a metacognitive process that merges technical proficiency with moral maturity (wisdom). The philosophy of 
education acts as a moral and intellectual regulator, ensuring that technology serves the ultimate goal of education: the hol istic 
development of human beings. 
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PRELIMINARY 

Rationally, technology offers extraordinary tools for the efficiency and personalization of learning. 
However, if education focuses solely on this instrumental aspect, it risks losing its normative and essential 
dimension. Education is not simply about transferring data or mastering technical skills, but rather a 
process of humanization, character formation, and the instillation of critical values. In a context of 
disruption, where factual knowledge is easily outdated and truth is vulnerable to digital manipulation (e.g., 
deepfakes or hoaxes), the urgency to rethink the essence of education through the lens of educational 
philosophy is inevitable. 

Relevant research, such as studies on the impact of ed-tech on students' intrinsic motivation, 
often focuses solely on methodological effectiveness. Meanwhile, literature on the philosophy of 
education in the 21st century emphasizes the need to reorient from a focus on what is learned 
(curriculum) to a focus on how and why one should learn (epistemology and axiology of education). This 
gap raises a central question: how can philosophy of education reassert its relevance and offer a robust 
conceptual framework for navigating, rather than simply exploiting, the digital ecosystem in the learning 
process. 

A frequently proposed alternative solution is a deeper integration of technology into the 
curriculum. However, this solution tends to be technical and does not address its philosophical roots. The 
preferred solution, believed to make a significant contribution, is a critical analysis of key concepts in 
educational philosophy (e.g., humanism, progressivism, existentialism) to reformulate the concepts of 
"literacy" and "wisdom" for relevance in the digital age. 
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METHOD 
This research uses a qualitative approach, using Library Research or Literature Study (Assingkily, 

2021). This approach was chosen because its primary focus is a philosophical-conceptual analysis of texts, 
documents, and academic works. The goal is to examine, interpret, and reimagine the concept of 
Philosophy of Education in the new context of digital technology, rather than to collect empirical field 
data (Mubarak, 2017). 
 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 
Transforming Learning Concepts in the Digital Era 

The rapid development of digital technology has triggered a fundamental shift in defining what 
"learning" means. While learning was once dominated by the one-way transfer of information from 
teacher to student, the focus has now shifted to a more active construction of knowledge. Learners no 
longer simply absorb facts but are directly involved in analyzing, testing, and creating new information. 
This shift aligns with the principles of constructivist philosophy, where digital learning environments serve 
as powerful mediums for self-exploratory experiences. This new concept of learning emphasizes the active 
role of students in interpreting the material, making the learning process much more personal and 
contextual. This transformation demands a complete reconceptualization of teaching and assessment 
methods (Mujaahidah & Ismail, 2024). 

Another fundamental shift is from information transmission to independent exploration, 
supported by the availability of online resources. The internet and digital databases have eliminated 
teachers' monopoly on information, opening unlimited access to knowledge from around the world. In 
this context, the primary task of educators is no longer to deliver content, but rather to facilitate and guide 
students in navigating this sea of information. Project-based learning and digital simulations enable 
students to test ideas and apply their knowledge in real-world scenarios. This fosters independent learning, 
which aligns with the pragmatist view of education, which emphasizes experience and action. Thus, 
technology transforms teachers into critical facilitators and mentors, rather than simply primary sources of 
data. 

A significant consequence of the technological onslaught is the emergence of the Digital Truth 
Crisis, which directly challenges the realm of Educational Epistemology (the philosophy of knowledge). 
Easy access to online information also means equally easy exposure to disinformation, hoaxes, and fake 
news. Therefore, the meaning of learning must be expanded to include critical digital literacy skills, namely 
the ability to assess the validity, credibility, and sources of information encountered. Educational 
philosophy, particularly Epistemology, provides a framework for asking fundamental questions: "How do 
I know this is true?" and "What evidence supports this claim?". These critical thinking skills are a key 
factor that is far more valuable than simply memorizing content (AR & Ismail, 2024). 

Technology is also pushing the concept of Lifelong Learning into a necessity, not just an option. 
Rapid changes in industry and ever-evolving job demands make knowledge obsolete quickly. A static 
education model that ends after graduation is no longer relevant in this era. Learning is now understood as 
an adaptive and continuous process, where individuals must continually reskill and upskill using digital 
resources. The philosophy of education emphasizes that the goal of learning is holistic human 
development, not simply job training. Therefore, education must equip students with a philosophical and 
methodological foundation to prepare them for future career uncertainties (Nipan et al., 2024). 

Finally, the transformation of the concept of learning demands a strong emphasis on Digital 
Humanism as a counterbalance to technocentrism. Amidst the onslaught of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and 
automation, the meaning of learning must be re-explored to prioritize human values and ethics. Education 
must ensure that the use of technology is based on a strong Axiology (philosophy of values), preventing 
dehumanization or the erosion of moral values. Learning must be oriented towards character building, 
social responsibility, and empathy, which are uniquely human skills and cannot be replaced by machines. 
Through this, educational philosophy re-assembles the meaning of learning, making it relevant and 
centered on the whole person amidst the rapid digital current (Burhanuddin, et.al., 2025). 
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The Relevance of the Core Philosophy of Education (Axiology, Epistemology, Ontology) 
Educational axiology (the philosophy of values) plays a crucial role in addressing ethical issues 

arising from the onslaught of digital technology. Digital accessibility and anonymity create new moral 
challenges such as cyberbullying, privacy violations, and the spread of harmful content. Educational 
philosophy must instill a solid framework of values so that students are not only competent in using 
technology but also morally responsible. This includes developing digital ethical awareness, the ability to 
distinguish between right and wrong in online interactions. Axiology serves as a moral compass, ensuring 
that technology remains a tool that serves the human good, not undermines human values. 

Educational epistemology (the philosophy of knowledge) is a key bulwark against the Digital 
Truth Crisis caused by the ease of production and dissemination of disinformation. In the "post-truth" 
era, students need to be equipped with the intellectual tools to critically analyze and verify information 
sources. Epistemology teaches how to evaluate the validity, reliability, and bias of information received, 
whether from social media or academic platforms. The task of education, guided by epistemology, is to 
transform students from passive consumers into skeptical and analytical evaluators of knowledge. This 
skill, known as critical literacy, is crucial for maintaining intellectual integrity in online learning. 

Educational ontology (the philosophy of being) helps learners redefine their existence and identity 
in a world increasingly synchronized with virtual reality. Technology creates online spaces where 
individuals can assume personas distinct from their physical selves, raising fundamental philosophical 
questions about "who am I?" and "how do I exist in the world?". Ontology guides students in 
understanding the boundaries between physical and digital reality, as well as the psychological implications 
of intense online interactions. This philosophy ensures that learning remains rooted in the development of 
the whole person, integrating physical and virtual experiences without losing the essence of humanity.  

The core relevance of philosophy is also evident in the Digital Humanism movement, which acts 
as a critique of Technocentrism. The humanist approach to educational philosophy emphasizes that the 
primary focus of education is the holistic development of the individual, encompassing cognitive, 
emotional, and moral aspects. This philosophy rejects the view that technological efficiency is the ultimate 
goal of education. Instead, technology must be considered in terms of how it supports or hinders unique 
human potential, such as creativity and empathy. Humanist philosophy places humans at the center, 
ensuring that digital tools are used to unleash students' potential, not dictate it (Mora et al., 2024). 

Overall, educational philosophy (ontology, epistemology, and axiology) is not obsolete in the 
digital age, but rather an essential framework for guiding this transformation. Philosophy serves as an 
anchor that prevents education from being swept away by the directionless current of technological 
innovation. It helps redefine the ultimate goal of learning: not merely mastering tools, but achieving 
holistic wisdom and character. With a strong philosophical foundation, education can ensure that the 
onslaught of digital technology actually strengthens the meaning of learning, making it both technically 
relevant and morally and existentially meaningful. 
 
Philosophical Challenges and Opportunities in Digital Curriculum 

One of the greatest philosophical challenges is the emergence of the Technocentrism Critique in 
curriculum design. Many educational institutions tend to adopt digital technologies for reasons of 
efficiency or trend, without a thorough philosophical evaluation of their educational goals. Educational 
philosophies, particularly schools of thought such as Existentialism and Humanism, challenge the 
assumption that technology is inherently superior or can solve all educational problems. This critique 
demands that technology be integrated only if it clearly supports pedagogical goals and the development 
of the whole person, rather than simply being an end in itself. Curricula must be careful not to produce 
graduates who are technically proficient but morally and critically deficient. 

This challenge opens up opportunities for curriculum design that is philosophically responsive 
and adaptive to changing times. Philosophies such as Progressivism (John Dewey) emphasize experiential 
learning and problem-solving that can be effectively implemented through digital technology. Curricula 
must be designed to integrate digital content with activities that stimulate philosophical reflection. For 
example, the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) must be balanced with a study of AI ethics. Educational 
philosophy, as exemplified by the thinking of Ki Hajar Dewantara with the concept of among, ensures 

https://zia-research.com/index.php/cendekiawan


Cendekiawan: Jurnal Pendidikan dan Studi Keislaman 
Vol 4 No 4 2025, p. 891-895 

Avaliable online at: https://zia-research.com/index.php/cendekiawan 
p-ISSN: 2963-8682 || e-ISSN: 2962-7915 

 

|| Bagas Agamy Bakti, et.al. || Reimagining the Meaning of Learning.... 894 

that technology supports students' learning freedom, making it a tool of facilitation, not a tool of 
domination, in the educational process. 

From a pragmatist perspective, digital curricula should be oriented toward practical outcomes and 
tangible relevance, preparing students for the complexities of the 21st-century workplace. Effective digital 
learning should enable students to engage in global collaborative projects and simulations that replicate 
real-world problems. The philosophy of pragmatism supports the use of technology as a tool for 
experimentation and hypothesis validation, transforming the learning process into an active inquiry. The 
curriculum should emphasize the development of 21st-century skills (critical thinking, creativity, 
collaboration) as a primary goal measured contextually, going beyond traditional rote assessments. 

Another philosophical opportunity lies in the role of technology as an enabler of access and 
equity in education. Educational philosophies rooted in social justice encourage the use of technology to 
reduce digital and geographic divides. Flexible online learning enables access to quality education for 
communities in remote areas or those facing time constraints. However, this also poses an ethical 
challenge: the philosophy must ensure that the integration of technology does not widen the gap between 
the "haves" and "have-nots." Curricula must explicitly address digital equity issues as part of education's 
moral responsibility. 

Overall, the challenges and opportunities in the digital curriculum highlight the central role of 
philosophy in determining goals and methods. Philosophy acts as a foundation that maintains the integrity 
of education amidst the pressures of innovation. If technology provides new ways to learn, then 
philosophy (through the curriculum) determines why and for what students should learn. By grounding 
the curriculum in philosophical principles, education can ensure that the products of the digital age are 
individuals who are not only skilled but also possess character, wisdom, and are capable of being ethical 
agents of change in society. 

 
Reimagining the Meaning of Learning: A Synthesis 

The synthesis of these discussions leads to a definition of Enriched Learning in the digital age, 
which goes far beyond data acquisition or software mastery. Learning is now understood as a 
metacognitive process that involves students' ability to reflect on their own thinking processes, facilitated 
by technology. It is a combination of technical proficiency (digital literacy) and moral maturity (wisdom). 
This new meaning of learning centers on developing the whole person, creating individuals who can adapt 
to technological change without losing their philosophical, ethical, and human values. 

This synthesis affirms the concept of synergy between philosophy and technology, where the two 
work together, complementing rather than excluding each other. Technology provides powerful tools for 
implementing new learning methods (e.g., simulations or global collaboration), while philosophy provides 
the goals and ethical boundaries for their use. Philosophy serves as a moral and intellectual regulator, 
ensuring that digital innovations remain aligned with the noble goals of education. This balance is crucial: 
without technology, education becomes static; without philosophy, technology risks becoming a master 
dictating the learning process, rather than a servant supporting it. 

Achieving meaningful learning also depends on the development of Digital Moral and Emotional 
Intelligence. In today's fast-paced online world, it is crucial for students to learn to manage their emotions, 
demonstrate empathy, and make responsible digital decisions. Axiological philosophy provides the 
foundation for teaching these responsibilities, ensuring that "digital citizens" possess a strong ethical 
conscience. Educational success is measured not only by academic grades, but by graduates' ability to 
interact ethically and constructively within complex and often anonymous digital ecosystems. 

This reimagined understanding of learning emphasizes the role of Values-Based Reflective 
Learning. Digital technology provides a wealth of data and experiences, but philosophy encourages 
students to pause and reflect on the significance of that information or experience. Existentialist 
philosophy challenges students to interpret what they learn personally, connecting it to their purpose in 
life and their role in society. This process of reflection transforms information into knowledge, and 
knowledge into wisdom, the ultimate goal of any education, regardless of the medium used. 

In conclusion, this synthesis positions the Philosophy of Education as a highly relevant and 
urgent practical guide. Philosophy is no longer merely a theoretical study, but rather a practical guide for 
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designing curricula, training teachers, and guiding students amidst digital uncertainty. By reimagining the 
meaning of learning, education in the digital age successfully maintains its focus on developing critical, 
ethical, and thoughtful individuals, ready to use technology as a tool to create a better future, not the other 
way around. 
 
CONCLUSION 

Transformation and the Role of Philosophy, The onslaught of digital technology changes the way 
students acquire knowledge from passive recipients to active constructors, giving rise to a "Digital Truth 
Crisis" that demands critical digital literacy. The core principles of educational philosophy (Axiology, 
Epistemology, and Ontology) are not eroded, but rather become increasingly essential as a solid 
conceptual framework. Philosophical Framework as a Guide, The renewed philosophy of education 
provides a framework for the development of curriculum and pedagogy that balances the demands of 
modern technology and the essential needs of humanity. Axiology serves as a moral compass to instill 
digital ethical awareness. Epistemology becomes a fortress to teach critical assessment of the validity of 
information (critical literacy). Ontology guides students to understand their identity and complete self-
existence amidst physical and virtual realities. 

Enriched Meaning of Learning, The theoretical model formulated is a redefinition of the meaning 
of learning as a metacognitive process centered on the development of the whole person, which combines 
technical skills (digital literacy) with moral maturity (wisdom). The philosophy of education becomes a 
practical guideline that ensures that technology serves as a means to achieve higher educational goals, such 
as character and wisdom formation, rather than dictating or replacing the goals themselves. 

Recommendations: A philosophically responsive curriculum design is needed that explicitly 
integrates the use of technology (e.g., AI) with ethical studies and philosophical reflection, ensuring that 
the educational output is individuals who are skilled, have character, are wise, and are able to become 
ethical agents of change in society. 
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